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Al 1736 I St. NW,
front doors are kepl Jocked
and baricaded 23 hours a

day. "Phe back deors are 2lgo
wuder pe un.mf nt lock. The
first-floor windows are cov-
cred with chainlink fene-
ing, The bock-com windows
arc protecied hy im'\ arills,
“Lock the door and TEST it
evervijme™ says a sign oon
door. Visitors are
wol allowed wiescorted be-
yoad {he mein entrance,

This fortress s weant to
detey police and eighhbor-
hood  righiwingers  {rom
“po-knocks” at the home of
the Quicksilver Times,
Washington's  undergreund
nevsnaper. Security iz tight
because the level of para-
noia is high, )
veywe think these dours are
an aeterrent to our b:»mt;,
busted,” savs Steve Gale, 20,
a long-haired drop-cut from
sethesda-Chevy Chase High
School who is the newspa-
per's  chief  phologrepher.
“10 chould keep {he police
awaey, uvlo {they come with
gn.nade s,

Reck musie playvs through
the four-story house. Multi-
colorce revolulionary pos-
ters  decovate  the  walls.
Membrve of  the collective
stay in bed untit 9:30 or 10,
work starts at noon. Busi-
ness, breakfast and self-cviti-
pisto sessions are conduceled
in the nude “bocouse we are
less defensive that way” At
the completion  of cach
iesue, an event which oceurs
twico a month, staff mem-

bers say they go off some-
where tozether for a *big

acid teip.”

Al Quicksilver, paranoia
and pleosure mix casily,
CThe Leavy seeurity exisls
in_ spite of the fact the
collective  has never
roided, But they remain on
guard, Last year, anothor
mderground  paper,  {he

shortdived Washinzten Area
Yree Press, was raided by

police searching for a picitic
{able and banch reportedly
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< eally-hip commnuily 1

sto]cn srom the P Strect
heach,  (Phe  bench was
never found but the i(.l le

was Jocated in the newspa-
per's front yard).

Quicksilver s Washing-

ton's only under ound
newspoaper,  Aloone point
there were as many &s three

underzrounds, with told ol e
cilation  estimated o3 high
as 87,050, but today! as
Guicksilver mavks its third
anniversary a3 an under
nound, 1\(‘\('“11 15,000 and
20,000 copivg of the Quicksil-
ver Thnes ore printed twice
a month in New York and
distributed, according fo onc
staffer, (o an estimated 100
strect \u‘rlm for sule here
1o {ouristy, “white drop-outs
and polential drop-ouls” on
Georgetown's Wizeconsin Av-
enue, on the AMall and in
downtown Weashingion,

Yor 25 cents, the buyo
('omc away with a mixcd

haz of nations) underground
m,\'.;, a column from the
mediceliv-hip  Dreo Hippeo-
erates, community bulletin
board news with advice on
aboriions and “bum drugs,”
a revolulionary comic strip;
sonme loeal 1eporting. There
is & fuir amount of r])c-toric»,
usually polid(a], sometimes
yvenomous and most often di-
reeted ¢ 1
middleclass machos,” a far-

ranging vaviely of sexists
which,
Peggy

:xccording to staffer
O’Collaghan,

may

“Pavida —
were right Vi w
ca pibi alist pi{,’;.»:
Please cows hiome
and we'll work on

it -— Pad.” -

atl police and “\(.hiio,

< {ype things
~counts and public stoek, div-
_idends
~about a budgel brings on a
" puzzled reply 1hat there is

You .

L were

range from Yonjamin Spock

to J. ¥dgar Hoover.
Quictsilver is & comporea-

{ively young newspoper by

most  undevground  stand-
ards, Bul in {he pust {wo
vears it has vaderdoae &
heady  political  ovolu

from a frec-swinging,
per \,m plenty of vudoer
ground pornogrephy to &
heavily-ideological “convute
nist” orgen of {he revelu-
tion. -

“We're  cominunisls  be-
canse we advocale the over-
throw of capilaliem aud re-
placement with a communist

I3

structure” coys f2ycer-old
Super Rumncr. He points

out that comniunisim as such
should not be confused with
“slale  eapitalism, like in
Nustia, What we " ¢ talking
«hout is whal's goi :;‘ on i
Norih Vietner, Mainland
Chinz and Cubw.”

The earliest Quicksilver
ceditions ran step-by-sicp de-
seriplions of how {o synthe
size mescaline, a potent psy-
chedelie  drug. Today the
paper outlines procequres
for  ripping-off  (slealing
frem) stores and runs a
photo of a dead policeman
with the caption, “And don’t
‘orget oL, "

When Quicksilver was a
strugaling little  under-
ground with a circulation of
7,000 and playing second fid-
dle to its much lerger under-

ground cousin, the TFree
Press, there was talk of the
paper one day publishing

64-padc cdihous, cireulating
60,000 papers a week, con-
verting  info a non-profit
{foundation, branching out
into radic and television and
sponsoring rock concerts in
the streets.

The profils never maler-
falized. Thouzh Quicksilver

is a tax-paying public corpo-
ration with establishiment-
like bank ac-
and talk

are rarve

“no budget.”

The Times was started by
staffers of the now-deccased
Washinglon Free Press who
dissatisfied with the
“Freep's” unbusinesslike
structure and what Quick-
silvor saw as ils wishivwashi-
ness on political issues.

One of the orizinal foun-
ders of {the poper -— Bteven
Guss -— wads an ipsurance
man who found radicalism a
saleahle product and wanled

Tis6 RSt

a newspaper th t\-.m « \(113
cal” but with “no definile po-

litical Jine” .
In April, 1970, the paper
suspended  publication  for

{hiree veeks in a bitter staff
digpute over the function of
an underground newspoper
Py May, the parcer hed
split belween fections  ori-
ented towmd the prioritics
of Jocal community coverage
on one hand, and thore, on
the other, favoring morce ju-
ternational coverage of revo-

STAT

STAT

Jutiopary movencits, stich
as the NP, Pethet Lno, Pal-
estine Iiberation Jront and

T.afin Awerican guerillas, -

After deciding to focus
primarily on Jocal affairs
the present Quicksilver staff
vacated their old headquer-
ters at 1932 17th St and
opened up new  offices at
off Dupont Cir-
cle. The dissidents, alicned
unofficially  with  Weeather-
people (the term Weather-
men is now verboten) poli-
tics, produced a new under-
ground  publication, Voice
From the Mother Country,
which Jasted exacliy three
jssucs.

At Quicksilver, a  s{aff
colicctive, composed of five .
people, four men and one
worman, was organized. Yo-
Jitical views, hecanme more
uniform. Discipline -~ ond
securify - got tiohtor,

“As  Communists)
Whalen, “your primary con-
cern s not vhether you
want to de something ov
nol. 1t's not for pleasuve,
You're not here to have a
good time, You're here to
build 2 revolution.”

The collcetive's political
consciousness is apocalyptice,
Capitalism js  crumbling,
Revolution, says  Quicksil-
ver, is at owr fingertips, it
we witl only seirze the time,
It is a wpolitics fashioned
front variations on Marxist-
Teninist thermes. “The revolu-
tion won't just he a workers'
revolulion, bul the lumprn
and streclpeaple and mid-
dlvcl'\ freaks and blacks
tno,” Steve Gale says.

By their ewn accounts, the
newspaper  colltective  wvses
Mao as freauently as South-
ern Baptists use the Bible
o gain morehership in the
colleetive, pricr reading of
cer{zin hizo werks is neces-
sary-—Combat  Jiberalism,
for justanrece is mandafory.

Staff fwrnover is hizh
Only. two pronle have Leen
with {the papoer sinee it
began, and {wo staffers have
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